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THE CURRICULUM

Three Prime Areas:

Communication and Language

Physical Development

Personal, social and emotional 

development

Four Specific Areas:

Literacy

Maths

Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design

The Early Years Curriculum is split into 7 areas of learning and development:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2


CHANGES

As of this September the government's proposed changes to EYFS come into force

• The aim of the changes is to improve the learning outcomes at 5 for all children and better prepare 

them for the move into year 1

• Not all elements have changed but they are clearer and more specific.

• Greater focus on developing early language and communication skills-extending both the knowledge and 

use of new vocabulary

• More emphasis on encouraging children to make healthy choices and understand importance of good 

oral health

• Focus on depth of understanding of number to 10 and numerical patterns

• Understanding of the world links in with history and geography strands taught in later key stages rather 

than focusing on the child's personal history

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework


Tapestry is "an easy-to-use and secure online learning journal helping staff and families celebrate their 

children’s learning and development".

It:

• Allows teachers to share videos, photographs and diary entries recording moments of learning 

and discovery

• The record is permanent and will be shared with you at the end of your child's Reception Year

• Allows for purposeful communication between home and school

https://tapestry.info/


RECEPTION BASELINE ASSESSMENT (RBA)

• The RBA is a short interactive practical assessment of your child's early literacy, 

communication, language and mathematical skills when they first start school.

• Your child cannot 'pass' or 'fail' the assessment – it simply creates a starting point to 

measure the progress schools make from Reception to Year 6.

• Your child will be made very comfortable for the assessments – they will be in a familiar 

room, use familiar resources and be undertaken with a familiar face (Mrs Elliott).

• You do not need to prepare your child for the assessments.

• All data is held by the Department for Education and not published.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-baseline-assessment-framework


PHONICS AND EARLY READING

• Phonics is a teaching method which teaches the relationships between sounds and the 

letters we use to represent them.

• Phonics skills are important for children's ability to read fluently.

• How you can help:

• Read with your children

• Sing nursery rhymes and songs together

• Look for letters and sounds in your local environment

• Hunt for objects that begin with a certain initial sound – ball, balloon, bench

http://www.somerleytonprimary.co.uk/Curriculum/EYFS/


MORE ABOUT PHONICS...

• Children will learn that letters have a name and that they make specific sounds (phonemes) and progress 

to learn that some letters work together to make new sounds.

• They will be become familiar with the terms:

Phoneme - a unit of sound

Grapheme - how the sound is written

Digraph - two letters but one sound (e.g. sh )

Blending - saying the sounds as they read and 'blending' them to make a word

Segmenting - saying the separate sounds they hear in a word so helping them to spell

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/cbeebies-phonics-playlist?collection=playlist-collection

